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Terrarium Instructions & Care 

 

Setup for Closed Terrarium 

Container: Choose a clear glass jar or container 

Drainage Layer:  Place 1-2 inches of gravel, pebbles, or leca at the bottom to prevent root 

rot. 

Charcoal & Barrier: Add a thin layer of activated charcoal to prevent mold & odors. A mesh 

screen can be placed between the drainage & soil to keep them separated. 

Substrate: Add 2-3 inches of airy, well-draining potting soil, ideally a mix of coco coir, bark, & 

charcoal 

Planting: Choose small plants, remove them from pots, trim roots if necessary, & plant them in 

the soil, ensuring they are not touching the glass. 

Finishing: Cover exposed soil with moss & add decoration like wood or stones. Use a mister 

or small watering can to water. The soil should be moist, but not soggy. 

Care: Place in indirect light. When the sunlight warms the air & soil, the water will evaporate 

from the soil & plant leaves. As the warm air rises and comes in contact with the cool glass, it 

condenses into droplets. The droplets eventually “rain” back down into the soil. This cycle allows 

the terrarium to sustain itself with very minimal intervention. 

Best Plants for Closed Terrariums 

Ferns        Fittonia (Nerve Plant)        Peperomia        Pilea        Polka Dot Plant 
 

Setup for Open Terrarium 

Container: Choose a clear glass bowl, vase or open container 

Drainage Layer:  Place 1-2 inches of gravel, pebbles, or leca at the bottom to prevent root 

rot. For air plants, you can used pebbles or moss. 

Charcoal & Barrier: Add a thin layer of activated charcoal to prevent mold & odors. A mesh 

screen can be placed between the drainage & soil to keep them separated. (Not needed with air 

plants) 
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Substrate: Add 2-3 inches of airy, well-draining potting soil, ideally a mix of coco coir, bark, & 

charcoal (Not needed with air plants) 

Planting: Choose small plants, remove them from pots, trim roots if necessary, & plant them in 

the soil, ensuring they are not touching the glass. (Not needed with air plants) 

Finishing: Cover exposed soil with moss & add decoration like wood or stones.  

Care: Open terrariums thrive in bright, indirect light. Direct sunlight can be too intense, leading 

to overheating & sunburn for plants inside. Water sparingly. Use a small watering can or mister 

(mister only for air plants). Ensure the soil is nearly dry before rewatering. Overwatering is a 

common issue that can lead to root rot & fungus.  

 

Best Plants for Open Terrariums 

African Violets Succulents or Cacti Venus Fly Trap Fittonia (Nerve Plant) 

Tillandsia (Air Plant) Chinese Evergreen Asparagus Fern Maidenhair Fern 

Baby’s Tears Golden Pothos Polka Dot Plant English Ivy 

 


